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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314

IN REPLY REFER TO

DAEN-CWP-A

SUBJECT: San Francisquito Creek Basin, California

THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

1. I submit for transmission to Congress the report of the Board of Engi-
neers for Rivers and Harbors, accompanied by the reports-of the District
and Division Engineers, authorized by Section 4 of the Flood Control Act
of 18 August 1941 directing an examination and survey for flood control
on San Francisquito Creek, San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties, Cali-
fornia.

2., The District Engineer finds that structural improvements for flood
control and allied water resources development are not economically
justified on the basis of existing and prospective benefits., He finds that
local interests should continue to take advantage of flood plain manage-
ment and flood insurance programs to reduce residual flood damages.

The District Engineer recommends that no project be authorized in the

San Francisquito Creek Basin for flood control and allied purposes at this
time. The Division Engineer concurs.

3. The Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, noting the findings of
the reporting officers, reports that structural improvements in the San
Francisquito Creek Basin, California, in the interest of flood control and
allied purposes are not advisable at this time,

4, T concur in the views of the Board.

F. J. CLARKE
Lieutenant General, USA
Chief of Engineers



DAEN-BR (June 72) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Survey Report on San Francisquito Creek, San Mateo and
Santa Clara Counties, California, for Flood Control and

Allied Purposes

Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, Washington, D, C, 20315
24 November 1972

TO: Chief of Engineers, Department of the Army

1. The Division Engineer issued a public notice stating his recommenda~-
tions and affording interested parties an opportunity to present additional
information to the Board. Careful consideration has been given to the
communications received,

2. The Board notes the findings of the District and Division Engineers
that structural improvements for water and related resource development
are not economically justified on the basis of existing and prospective
benefits. To further reduce residual flood damages, local interests should
continue to implement flood plain management and flood insurance pro-
grams, The Corps of Engineers will, on request, supply local officials
with information on floods, flood frequencies, and general information

and guidance on flood plain regulations.

3. In addition to considering the proposed improvements on the basis of
national economic efficiency, the Board has also considered the objectives
of social well-being, regional economic efficiency, and environmental
quality, as required by Section 209 of the Flood Control Act of 1970,

The social well-being, regional, or environmental benefits that could be
expected are not sufficient to warrant favorable consideration of structural
improvements., Accordingly, the Board reports that structural improvements
in the San Francisquito Creek Basin, California, in the interest of flood
control and allied purposes are not advisable at this time.

FOR THE BOARD:

/s/ W. Roper
W. ROPER
Major General, USA
Chairman
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SYLLABUS

The San Francisquito Creek drainage basin is located on the
easterly slope of the Santa Cruz mountains near the southern ex-
tremity of the San Francisco Peninsula, The creek enters San
Francisco Bay about 25 miles south of San Francisco. The total
area of the drainage basin is about 45 square miles.

Periodic floods, particularly the flood of record in 1955,
caused extensive damage in the flood plain. Water supply sources
within the basin are inadequate to meet present and future needs.
However, the basin is expected to be adequately supplied in the
foreseeable future by existing sources of import water, Water
related recreation facilities in the basin are not sufficient to
provide for the immediate and future needs. In an endeavor to
determine a suitable solution to these problems consideration was
given to dams, channel improvements, levees, diversions, recreation
facilities, water supply and combinations thereof. Under present
conditions these measures cannot be economically justified. Con-
sequently, the District Engineer recommends that no project be
adopted by the United States for the San Francisquito Creek Basin
and that no further studies be conducted for flood control and
allied purposes at this time.

Local interests should give serious consideration, within
practical limits, to flood plain management and to flood insurance
programs, The Corps of Engineers will supply local officials, on
request, information on floods, flood frequencies and general
information and guidance on flood plain regulations.
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PHOTOGRAPH 5

GRAVITY FLOODWALLS CONSTRUCTED BY
LOCAL INTERESTS
NOTE SACKCRETE LINING ON RIGHT BANK

PHOTOGRAPH 6



PHOTOGRAFH 7

EARTH BERM CONSTRUCTED BY
LOCAL INTERESTS



